As President, it is my great privilege and honour to propose the toast of the Association of Physicians of Great Britain and Ireland.
The Association has only once previously met in Belfast; in 1927, twenty-two years ago to this very day (3rd June, 1949) .
The dinner on that occasion, presided over by the late Professor James A. Lindsay, a great clinical teacher, philosopher and classic, was rendered memorable by a presentation to Sir William Hale White, who had held the office of treasurer for twenty years, indeed from the first meeting in 1907.
The passing of Sir William in February last, full of years and honours, brought a very real sense of personal loss to our older members.
He had had a large share in the founding of this Assoclation. The story is recorded in his own words in the memorial volume to Sir William Osler: "Many years ago, Kanthack, Garrod, and I considered the publication of papers, which, although of interest to those working at the scientific aspect of medicine, did not appeal to the majority of those in practice. The Earlier in the year Queen Victoria. hadl visitedl the builcling, accompanied by the Prince Consort. Prince Albert had taken a real interest in the new university scheme, had helped to frame the statutes and had seriously considered the invitation to become its first chancellor.
To-day we criticize the lack of foresight, which only took in eleven acres as a building site, but few could have anticipated the woinderful success which the new college was destined to achieve. An average attendance of two hundred students in the first decade has grownv to over twenty-five hun(dred, which includes about seven hundre(d medlical students. On the other side of the Atlantic the year 1849 recalls the rush of the "fortyniners" to the gold fields of California. But there was no surplus gold to be found in the log parsonage at Bond Head, near the edge of the almost unbroken primeval forest which in those days was Upper Canada, where, on the 12th July, 1849, was bortn William Osler, the eighth childl of the Rev. Featherston Osler and his wife, Elleni.
Mr. Osler hadl come from nCorniwall anfd settled down as a nmissionary clergyman in the wilds of Cainada twelve years before. The young pair had enidured for the first few years a life of actual and almost intolerable hardship, but at the time of which I speak the family was comfortably established at BPond Head, a growing village of some two hundred people. The majority of the more recent colonists were ardenit Orangemen from Ulster.
For some years it had been the custom of the Orangemen of the district to gather at Bond Head for their annual celebration of the Battle of the Boyne on the 12th of July, just as they had (lone in their native Ulster. Adorned with sashes and oranige lilies, they marched to Mr. Osler's parsotnage, where they were sympathetically and cordially received and speeches were made to the "pious, glorious, and immortal memory" of King William. On their annual visit in 1849 they learnt that a new baby boy had arr-ived that very clay at the parsonage. The Orangemen insisted that he should he calledl WVilliam, despite the original choice of his parents for the names XValter Farquhar. 'T'he baby was promptly dubbedl the Young Prince of Orange, and William he was duly christened. Cushing narrates that, on his subsequent birthdays, decked out in the appropriate colours of orange and blue, he was brought out on the parsonage verandah to greet the procession, which the other children came to regard as arranged solely in his honour.
Just as Osler in his lifetime, whether in Montreal, Philadelphia, Baltimore or Oxford, was the teacher, friend, and fellow-student to every earnest seeker after truth in medicine, so to many of my and later generations who were brought up on his original text-book, who have read his monographs, and who have studied and pondered his addresses, he is still the wise friend, the clinical adviser, the unseen conisultant and( the peacemaker when professional friction arises. His published addresses ensure the persistence of his influence. "He being dead yet speaketh." The essays inl "A_quanimitas" should be the "Religio Medici" of every medical studlent and younig doctor. DR. SCHWARTZ'S book contains a mass of information and much erudition, but it is doubtful whether the title is a good one, for there is a deal of mysticism imiingled with the psychology, and the digressions inito history, philosophy, and theology are many, and prolonged. Having said this, however, one must admit there is a great deal of useful guidance and commonsense in this volume. One must, too, be thankful to the doctor for saying boldly much that needed saying in this country-for drawing attention, for example, to the fact that many marriages fail because the husband has no knowledge of the technique of love-making, or, indeed, any inkling that there is such a thing. The treatment of the subject of masturbation is also thoroughly sensible.
On the whole, in spite of its longueurs, the book may be welcomed. THIS is a very useful book in the teaching of materia medica to nurses. The method of classifying the drugs as used for the different systems of the body is easily understood by the nurse, even if repetition is involved.
The summary at the end is found particularly useful for the purpose of revision beforexamination.
